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The gap between the IT and generic skills and technical knowledge and their
development level in Libyan universities accounting students and graduates

from academics' and professionals' perceptions

Abdulaziz YS. Mosbah

Faculty of Economics and Political Science - Tobruk University

Abstract

There is an increased pressure upon public and private educational institutions within
developed and developing countries for equipping accounting graduates with the
knowledge and skills in accordance with the work market changeable demand. It is hope
that the results of this study benefit stakeholders including academics, employers, different
companies, professional bodies, and universities in order to prepare their students with
required quality. This study aims to study the gap between the IT and generic skills and
technical knowledge and their development level in accounting students and graduates
within Libyan universities. Questionnaire was used to collect data from academics within
14 Libyan public universities and professionals. 167 valid questionnaires were collected
and means and percentage of agree were used as indicators for the significance of
knowledge and skills and the level of development on the other hand. Both groups of
participants believed that there is a gap between the significance degree and the
development level range and there is a difference in views amongst them. Surprising result
is that academics perceived that the expectation gap is wider than it is perceived by
professionals and it could be the dissatisfaction of students' level and obstacles that face
them while preparing students with appropriate level of knowledge and skills in work
market. The study recommended a review for accounting curricula in order to help
improving graduates level of knowledge and skills which are considered significant.
Improving graduates level of these capabilities needs paying efforts to overcome problems
and obstacles and hence arrangement between all stakeholders should be made.
Government should allocate and control sufficient resources and professionals and
practitioners should have a vital role to link accounting education at university campus and
real work environment of accounting.

Keywords: General skills, technical knowledge, accounting curricula, labor market, level of
development, accounting graduates.
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